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Dear Sisters and Partners in Mission, 

Grace and peace to you in the loving Hearts of Jesus and Mary! 

As we journey through the month of August, the spirituality of St. John Eudes invites us to renew our 
hearts. He reminds us that lasting transformation begins within: ‘Shine interiorly by the purity of your 
soul... and shine exteriorly by your good works.’ His words call us to root our lives in the compassionate 
Heart of Jesus, allowing prayer to become service and contemplation to become mission. 

During my visits among our communities, I have been deeply touched by the many signs of God's grace 
present among us: the generosity of our sisters, the faithfulness of our mission, and the quiet ways in 
which love continues to flourish. Mauritius becoming a community of our Province has been a particular 
source of joy, a grace-filled milestone that calls us to go beyond our present boundaries, to share our 
resources generously, and to continue extending the Good Shepherd mission together. At the same 
time, I have been reminded of our invitation to move beyond a mentality of scarcity and to recognize the 
abundance with which God continues to bless us. Even amid our limitations and challenges, the Spirit 
is at work, inviting us to share our gifts generously and to trust more deeply in God's providence. "I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly." (John 10:10) 

Our world today carries many wounds. The effects of climate change, including extreme weather events 
and the challenges experienced through the El Niño phenomenon, call us to respond with compassion, 
responsibility, and renewed care for our common home. Formed by the Heart of Jesus, we are called to 
care for one another and protect the gift of creation entrusted to us. 

At the same time, while technology connects us in new ways, many people continue to experience 
loneliness, violence, displacement, trafficking, poverty, and loss of hope. In Magnifica Humanitas, Pope 
Leo XIV invites us to build a “civilization of love,” where progress is not measured only by efficiency and 
connectivity, but by our ability to transform charity into justice, fraternity into solidarity, and 
relationships into authentic communion. 

This vision resonates deeply with our Good Shepherd charism. We are called to reveal the 
compassionate Heart of Jesus through lives that listen, accompany, heal, advocate, and restore dignity. 
Every community we build, every person we welcome, and every act of kindness becomes a sign that 
the Good Shepherd continues to seek, gather, and restore. 

As we continue our mission together, may we ask ourselves: How is Christ inviting me to shine 
interiorly today? How am I called to become a builder of the civilization of love and to share God’s 
abundance with others? 

Thank you for your faithful witness and generous commitment 
to our shared mission. May the Hearts of Jesus and Mary guide 
us, and may St. John Eudes and St. Mary Euphrasia inspire us 
to live with courage, compassion, and hope! 

Sr. M. Roshanthi Ranwatta 

Province Leader 
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"May your zeal be universal, not affected either 

by countries or individuals." 

 St. Mary Euphrasia Pelletier 

With grateful hearts, we thank God for the 

blessing of 16 June 2026, a historic day when 

the Communities of Mauritius (previously 

Unit of Isles) were officially welcomed into the 

Province of Sri Lanka. This significant 

milestone marks another step in our journey 

towards becoming a Region and reflects our 

shared commitment to live the Good Shepherd 

charism in deeper communion as one 

congregation. 

The celebration took place at Good Shepherd 

Church, Tombeau Bay, where Sisters and 

Partners in Mission gathered for a joyful prayer 

service, giving thanks for the rich history of the 

mission in Mauritius and entrusting this new 

beginning to God. Sisters in Sri Lanka joined 

through Zoom, making the celebration a 

beautiful expression of unity beyond 

geographical boundaries. A fellowship meal 

followed, strengthening the bonds of friendship 

and belonging within our Good Shepherd 

family. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Sisters 

and Partners in Mission in Mauritius for their 

generous hospitality. We also thank Sr. Joan 

Lopez, Congregation Leader, and Sr. Josita 

Corera, Sr. Françoise Mestry, and Sr. 

Yolanda S.C., Link Councilors, whose 

guidance and encouragement have been 

instrumental throughout this journey. 

The two Good Shepherd communities in 

Mauritius continue to serve with dedication. 

The Tombeau Bay Community ministers 

through parish pastoral care and Enfants 

Espoir, supporting children at risk with 

education, counselling, and personal 

development. The Beau Bassin Community 

serves through Pelletier House, a crisis centre 

for vulnerable girls that provides care, 

guidance, and support for family reintegration. 

The Sisters are also engaged in prison 

ministry and pastoral accompaniment 

of migrant workers, bringing hope, 

dignity, and compassionate care to 

those most in need.  

As we celebrate this new chapter, we 

entrust our shared future to the Good 

Shepherd. May this union strengthen 

our collaboration in mission and 

deepen our commitment to proclaim 

God's compassionate love. 

Together, as pilgrims of hope, may 

we continue to build communities 

that reflect the compassionate heart 

of the Good Shepherd. 
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« Que votre zèle soit universel, , sans distinction 

de pays ni de personnes” 

Marie Euphrasie Pelletier 

C’est avec un cœur reconnaissant que nous 

rendons grâce a Dieu Dieu pour la bénédiction 

du 16 juin 2026, un jour historique où les 

Communautés de l’ile Maurice (faisant 

auparavant partie de l’Unité des Îles) ont été 

officiellement accueillies au sein de la Province 

du Sri Lanka. Cette étape importante marque 

une nouvelle avancée dans notre cheminement 

vers la création d'une Région et reflète notre 

engagement commun à vivre le charisme du Bon 

Pasteur dans une communion plus profonde en 

tant qu'une seule congrégation.   

La célébration a eu lieu à l' Église du Bon 

Pasteur, à Tombeau Bay, où Sœurs et 

Partenaires en Mission se sont réunis pour un 

service de prière joyeux, rendant grâce pour la 

riche histoire de la mission à Maurice et confiant 

ce nouveau départ à Dieu. Les sœurs du Sri 

Lanka se sont jointes a nous via Zoom, faisant 

de cette célébration une belle expression d'unité 

au-delà des frontières géographiques. Un repas 

de fraternité a suivi, renforçant les liens d'amitié 

et d'appartenance au sein de notre famille du 

Bon Pasteur. 

Nous exprimons notre profonde gratitude aux 

Sœurs et Partenaires en Mission à Maurice pour 

leur généreuse hospitalité. Nous remercions 

également Sœur Joan Lopez, Responsable de 

congrégation, ainsi  que Sœur Josita Corera, 

Sœur Françoise Mestry et Sœur Yolanda 

S.C., Conseillères de Liaison, dont les conseils 

et encouragements ont été essentiels tout au 

long de ce parcours. 

Les deux communautés du Bon Pasteur à 

Maurice continuent de servir avec 

dévouement. La Communauté de 

Tombeau Bay exerce son ministère à 

travers le service pastoral paroissial et 

Enfants Espoir, soutenant les enfants à 

risque par l'éducation, le counseling et le 

développement personnel. La 

communauté de Beau Bassin poursuit sa 

mission a la Maison Pelletier, un centre de 

crise pour filles vulnérables qui reçoivent 

un soutien, l’encouragement pour étudier   

et la réintégration familiale. Les Sœurs 

s'engagent également dans le ministère de 

la prison et l'accompagnement pastoral des 

travailleurs migrants, apportant espoir, 

dignité et soins compatissants à ceux qui en 

ont le plus besoin. 

Alors que nous célébrons ce nouveau 

chapitre, nous confions notre avenir 

commun au Bon Pasteur. Puisse cette union 

renforcer notre collaboration missionnaire 

et approfondir notre engagement à 

proclamer l'amour compatissant de Dieu. 

Ensemble, en tant que pèlerins 

d’espérance, puissions-nous continuer à 

bâtir des communautés qui reflètent le 

cœur compatissant du Bon Pasteur. 
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  In the beautiful island of Sri Lanka, formerly 
known as Ceylon and affectionately called 
“The Pearl of the Indian Ocean," the ministry 
of the Good Shepherd Sisters began on 15th 
April 1869. Since then, the Sisters have 
faithfully carried out their mission through 
schools and orphanages at Good Shepherd 
Convent Kotahena, Good Shepherd 
Convent Kandy, St. Bridget’s Convent, Good 
Shepherd Convent Nuwara Eliya, and Good 
Shepherd Convent Bolawalana. A 
remarkable opportunity arose in November 
1923 to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of 
the episcopal consecration of His Grace 
Archbishop Antonius Coudert, O.M.I., to be 
celebrated in 1924. As an expression of their 
loyalty, gratitude, and affection for their 
beloved first Pastor, many proposals were 
put forward. Among them was the 
establishment of a Home of Refuge for 
destitute and vulnerable girls. 

Deeply concerned for this neglected 
section of his flock and aware of the Good 
Shepherd Sisters’ long-standing desire to 
undertake such a ministry, Archbishop 
Antonius Coudert entrusted this mission to 
the Provincial of the Good Shepherd 
Congregation, Mother Mary of St. Prosper 
Walsh, whose vision reflected the charism 
of the Congregation. The proposal was 
warmly welcomed by both clergy and laity. 
Hearts and hands united in support of the 
project, and on the day of the Jubilee 
celebrations, the faithful presented the 
Archbishop with a gift of Rs. 40,000.00 
towards the construction of the new Home. 
This invitation was a profound blessing for 
the Good Shepherd Sisters, fulfilling a 

prayer that had been close to their hearts for many 
years—the establishment of a Home where the lost and 
vulnerable could find refuge, love, and hope, thus 
making the dream of their holy Mother Foundress a 
reality. 

"Like a shepherd, lead them to the green pastures and to 
the deepest desire of their hearts.” - St. Mary Euphrasia 

To fulfil this new mission, Mother Prosper Walsh 
proposed purchasing a separate property, as the existing 
convents were not suitable for such an apostolate. A 
spacious coconut estate at Nayakakanda, Hendala, a 
few miles outside Colombo, was identified. The property 
belonged to Mr. J. Don Joseph, whose charming 
residence became the first convent for the pioneering 
community. 

On 7th June 1924, Mother Francis Borgia Culleton, Sister 
Vincent de Paul McNamara, and Sister Our Lady of La 
Salette Magennis arrived to begin this new mission. 
Although the Provincial House had been established at 
Kotahena from the beginning, Nayakakanda soon 
became the heart of the Province. 

The year 1924, was also significant because Mother 
Mary Euphrasia was declared Venerable. The Good 
Shepherd Bulletin of that year recorded: 

“Glad we are, indeed, to have the privilege of celebrating 
this glorious event by opening our first sheepfold in 
Ceylon and entrusting it to her keeping... we hope that in 
a few months, all will be completed” 

The Foundation Stone of St. Euphrasia’s Home was 
blessed and laid on 18th December 1924 by Archbishop 
Antonius Coudert, in the presence of Mother Prosper 
Walsh, Mother Solange, the pioneering Sisters of 
Nayakakanda, distinguished benefactors including Sir 
Thomas E. de Sampayo and Mr. B. W. Leefe; together 
with the parish priest, parishioners, and many children 
of the parish. 
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On 26th January 1926, the buildings were 
completed and St. Euphrasia's Home was 
officially opened by Governor Sir Hugh 
Clifford and blessed by Archbishop 
Antonius Coudert in the presence of 
hundreds of friends and well-wishers. 

On this memorable occasion, Sir Thomas 
de Sampayo praised the courage and 
dedication of the Sisters, saying: 

"They are poor, very poor... their only 
treasures are love of God and love of one 
another.” 

On that very day, the first young girl 
seeking love, mercy, and protection was 
welcomed into St. Euphrasia’s Home. Two 
more girls arrived the following day, 
marking the humble beginning of what 
became the first school within the 
convent premises. which paved way to 
open of the second school in the 
orphanage in 1927, and an English-
medium school for day scholars in 1928. 
By January 1927, the Sisters were caring 
for 64 girls. In February 1927, the first 
Baptismal Ceremony was celebrated, 
during which seven girls received the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 

Needlework soon became the principal 
means of livelihood for the Home. The 
girls quickly developed exceptional skills, 
and orders for their work increased 
steadily. As the institution expanded, 
training was also provided in cookery, 
baking, dressmaking, embroidery, lace-
making, mat weaving, and farming. 

Regular government inspections consistently 
commended the institution for its excellent standards. 

By 1938, the institution became known as St. Euphrasia's 
Industrial School, providing care and education for 
approximately 241 girls while maintaining an excellent 
reputation. During the 1940s, the Home evolved into what 
became known as St. Euphrasia's Class, comprising four 
residential cottages: Vinodhani, Pradeepthika, 
Preethiyangani, and Dayanthi, commonly referred to as 
PRC, PC, and DC. Today, the institution continues its 
mission under the name St. Euphrasia's Safe Home, 
faithfully serving vulnerable girls and young women in 
need of care, protection, and empowerment. 

As the Jubilee bells ring this year, we give heartfelt thanks 
to God for the countless blessings bestowed upon the 
Good Shepherd Congregation through this sacred 
ministry. For generations, St. Euphrasia’s Home has been 
a place of refuge, healing, education, and transformation, 
nurturing countless young women who have grown into 
confident, capable, and compassionate members of 
society, both in Sri Lanka and abroad. 

Together with our Sisters, Partners in Mission, 
benefactors, well-wishers, former residents, staff, and all 
who have contributed to the growth and development, of 
this remarkable institution, we celebrated this 
memorable milestone with gratitude. As we gathered 
around the Lord's table in thanksgiving, we remembered 
with appreciation every person whose generosity, 
sacrifice, and faithful service had sustained this mission 
throughout the years. 

May the Good Shepherd continue to bless this sacred 
ministry abundantly, and may the dedicated service of the 
Good Shepherd Sisters and their Partners in Mission 
remain a lasting sign of God's compassionate love for 
generation to generation. 

Sr. Marie Iolanthi Nicholas, 

Province Archivist. 
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Thank 
you 

wdrïNh yßu wmQreh' fya;=j wOHd;añl;ajh" tys 
.eUqre ;eka fidhd .uka weröuls' 
wOHd;añl;ajh l=ulao@ ;udf.a we;=<dka;hg 
hk .ukls' ukao Y=' nhsn,fha W;am;a;s fmdf;a 
^W;a( 1(26& ukqIHhd ujd we;af;a foaj iudklug 
yd foaj iajrEmh hkak ioykah' tu wìryi 
fidhd hk .ukls' wruqKla we;' kslïu lslï 
wruqKla fkfõ' ñksia nj Tíng hk wruqKls' 
;ud hk mqoa.,hd wu;l lr hk .ukls'' 

úmß; f,dalfha ish,a, úmß; ù we;' 
ukqIHhdf.a oelau fN!;sl f,dalh oelSuh' th 
;=< wOHd;añl;ajhg bv ke;' i;=g" ;Dma;sh 
ish,a, fuf,dj u;=msg olsk oE iu.hs' Tíng 
oelaula ke;' fudk ;rï kï uq<djlao@ kuq;a 
fï h:d¾:h wjfndaO lr .kafka fld;rï iq¿ 
msßilao@ 

wo isÿj we;af;a l=ulao@ ;k;=r ke;s ;ek 
f,dalh lvd jeà we;' ms<s.ekau ke;s ;ek is; 
T;am, ù we;' wOHd;añl .=K j.djg fkdj 
fN!;sl .=K j.djg meh 24 lem lr we;' oelau 

fndo ù we;' ksrka;r wi;=fgka w;Dma;sfhka 
Ôj;a ùug wä;d,u oud we;' wmeyÈ,s rgdjla 
Ôú;hg noaO ù we;' jákdlï yÿkkafka ke;' 
udkisl fkdikaiqka nj ,dfng we;' ;ud lõo 
hkak;a wu;l ù we;' tkuq;a foaj jpkh 
ms<s;=re imhd we;' tkï uejqï lrejka ish,a, 
ukyr f,i ÿgq fial' ^W;a 1(31& ueú,a, fuh 
wjfndaO lr .;a odg oelau úiañ;h .e,jqï 

lrejdkï fuf,i mjid we;' “uu ud¾.ho" 
i;Hho" Ôjkho fjñ'˜  th woykakd foaj Ôjkh 
,nkq we;' wd;auhka jykafia ish,a, kj;djhg 
yrjd msßmqka lrk fial' Y=oaOd;auhka ;=< 
w;aoelSu .eUqre wOHd;añl Ôjkhl ryihs' tfia 
kï i;H ir,h' tu w;aoelSug we;=¿ jkakg 

i;H;djfha foúodfKda wm le+=`ojk fial' “tkak 

weú;a n,kak.” 

udß iqúkS;d lkHd fidhqßh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters, 

On behalf of my family I wish to sincerely thank all the Sisters for your loving presence and prayers  at the 
passing away of my dear sister, Sr. Genevieve H.F. 

Thank you to each of you who came to pay your last respects, attended the funeral, offered prayers,  
during this time of sorrow. I am also deeply grateful for the condolence messages, phone calls, and every 
expression of sympathy and love that you shared with me. Your kindness and solidarity will always remain 
close to my heart. 

I humbly ask you to continue to remember my dear sister Sr. Genevieve H.F. in your prayers, that the Lord 
may grant her eternal rest. 

With heartfelt gratitude and prayers, 

Sr. Mary Gilda Fernando 

Canada 
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Twenty-five years ago, four hearts whispered a 
generous “Yes” to the gentle call of the Good 
Shepherd. That sacred moment became the 
dawn of a journey woven with faith, love, 
sacrifice, and quiet joy. As we celebrated the 
Silver Jubilee of our Religious Profession in the 
Good Shepherd Congregation, we—
Sr.Jayamani, Sr. Dilrukshika, Sr. Shanika, and 
Sr.Minoli—bowed our heads in humble 
thanksgiving, remembering with grateful hearts 
the countless blessings God had bestowed 
upon us throughout these twenty-five years. 

Our hearts turned first to Almighty God, the 
Author of every vocation, whose faithful hands 
had guided every step, strengthened every 
weakness, and filled our lives with the grace to 
serve His people. Through every season of 
sunshine and storm, His love had remained our 
constant light. With deep reverence, we 
remembered our beloved Mother Foundress, St. 
Mary Euphrasia, whose enduring spirit 
continues to inspire us to love without measure 
and to serve without counting the cost. 

With profound gratitude, we thanked His 
Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Sagara Jayamanne, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Anuradhapura, and all the 
priests who joined in celebrating the Holy 
Eucharist with us, making our Jubilee a sacred 
offering of praise and thanksgiving. 

Our sincere appreciation was extended to our 
Province Leader, Sr. Roshanthi, the Councillors: 
Sr. Francine, Sr. Renuka, Sr. Madonna, Sr.Rosary, 
and Sr. Jessy—together with all the 
contemplative Councillors, whose prayers, 
encouragement, and loving accompaniment 
have been a quiet strength throughout our 
journey. 

With grateful hearts, we acknowledged the Jubilee 
Committee and every sister whose generous hands 
and joyful spirit transformed the celebration into a 
memorable blessing. Our heartfelt thanks also owes 
to the Superior of Nayakakanda  and Community, the 
Provincialate Community, whose warm hospitality, 
loving support, and dedicated service added beauty 
to every moment of the joyful occasion. 

To all the Rev. Sisters, Rev. Fathers, our beloved 
family members, friends, and everyone who 
gathered with us in prayer and celebration, your 
presence was a precious gift, your prayers a gentle 
embrace, and your love became a cherished 
memory that will forever remain in our hearts. 

As we looked back on these twenty-five blessed 
years, we saw not merely the passing of time, but a 
harvest born of countless seeds sown in faith, 
watered with sacrifice, and ripened by God's 
unfailing grace. Every smile shared, every tear 
offered, every silent prayer, and every act of 
compassionate service had become a hymn of love 
to the Good Shepherd. 

The Jubilee celebration itself became a joyful 
milestone—a sacred pause to remember God's 
abiding faithfulness, to rejoice in the gift of our 
vocation, and to renew our commitment to follow the 
Good Shepherd with hearts filled with hope and 
gratitude. 

As we continue our journey, we entrust the years 
ahead into His loving hands, praying that the Good 
Shepherd will continue to lead us beside still waters, 
strengthen us for every mission, and make our lives 
a living melody of faith, hope, and zeal. 

 "To Him be glory, thanksgiving, and praise—today, 
tomorrow, and forever." 

 Sr. Jayamani, Sr. Dilrukshika, 

 Sr. Shanika, Sr. Minoli 
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Heeding the voice of our Lord, we too got an 
opportunity to cast the nets of vocation 
promotion spending some days in a tiny Island, 
Eluvaithivu, Jaffna. Rev. Fr. Dinushan Ponrasa 
invited us to his parish.  

Srs. Amithreni, Iolanthi and Jenita (CGS) left in the 
night on the 27th of May. After refreshing ourselves 
in Navanthurai we headed off towards our 
destination. First by bus and then by boat which 
was a first-hand exciting experience. We were 
welcomed by the catechist Miss Keerthika who 
made us feel at home in Sr. Yalini’s house 
(Somascan Sr). Fr. Dinushan gladly welcomed us 
and expressed his joy of our presence in his 
parish.  

Soon after lunch we began our mission of family 
visits. The parishioners were delighted to 
welcome us into their little dwelling places to 
listen to them and to pray with them. Sr. Iolanthi 
was assigned to teach English late in the evening. 
On the following day, 29th of May also we 
continued visiting the families, reciting the rosary 
in the evening and being with them. 

30th of May became very special in Eluvaithivu, as 
we organized the Childrens’ Day. All the children 
participated in the holy mass and after having 
their breakfast gathered again in the church. The 
event very exciting when the priest announced 
that we will have three more sisters and the 
children cheered in a loud voice. We assembled in 
front of the church to welcome our dear Srs. 
Sumithra, Concepta and Regis. After a few 
common programmes, we divided the children 
into groups as class wise. This was for value-
education, group activities and entertainment. 

Having had our lunch, we were with the children 
preparing them for the following days’ programme 
as Fr. Dinushan wanted to have a procession of 
girls dressed like Mother Mary. All the sisters were 
involved to make the event memorable. On the 
following day together mixed with the procession 
and the celebration of the feast of the Visitation, 
we put our hearts and minds to cast the nets. Soon 
after mass we began our programme. All the sisters 
were involved in the presentation. Praise the Lord! 
Few children gave their consent to our way of living.  

Yes, we faced the challenge to cross over the deep 
sea to cast the nets. We thank and praise God for 
giving us the opportunity and for the extra-ordinary 
experience. We are grateful for all those who 
supported us and prayed for us. May we have many 
more opportunities to be one with His people.  
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  May the service of the Vocation Mission Promotion 
grow from strength to strength with God’s graces 
and blessings in abundance. 

Sr. Amithreni and  

The ‘Team to Eluvaithivu’ 

 

th isyskhla fkdj h:d¾:hg fhduq lr.;a" 

yoj;skau ke.s ke.S wd is;sú,s iuqodhls' jir 

1796 cq,s ui 31 jk Èk" ta wdl¾IŒh ;rej mdhd 

hym;a tfårdf.a meúÈ ksldh bÈßfhka bÈßhg 

f.k wd Y=oaOjka; fudfyd;hs' kHqjd¾uqáfha ta 

l=vd ¥mf;ka uq¿ f,dju je<| .ekSug" fm,áh 

mjq, ìysl< ta l=vd ì<skaÈh wm ieugu W;=ï 

jia;=jla fukau W;=ï odhdohla' wm fï jia;=j 

wdrlaId lr .ksñka Ndú;d lrf.k hkafka 

flfiao@ Tõ “tla cSú;hla uq¿ f,djgu jvd 

já” hk W;=ï mdGh wfma wdo¾Y mdGh lrf.k" 

jefgk jefgk iEu mshjrhka Tiafiau Èßh 

.ksñka" Èßh iúh kej; kej; mqnqÿjd .ksñka" 

tl mjq,la f,ig" meúÈ mx;shla f,ig .uka 

lruq' tod fm,áh mjq, .uka lf<a wd.ñl 

úma,j iufha jqj;a ta ueÈka NS;sfha bÈßhgu 

hñka wjia:dj ,o iEu úglu ish orejkag 

il%fïka;= ,nd ÿka wdldrh flfrys lD; 

.=K;djh m< lruq' l=vd frdaia j¾ðkshf.a mdi,a 

iuh .ek;a" uola yeÍ n,uq' wehf.a oÕldr nj 

wNsnjd weh oelajQ ohdfõ l%shdjka wo Èkg;a 

u,aM, ord we;' wNsfhda. ueo wdf,dalh Tiafia 

.uka lrñka w÷r m,jd yßñka" jD; Y=oaêh" 

È<s÷lu" lSlrelu we;=¿j Êj,s;lu y;r jk 

fõo Ndrh" iEu hym;a tfård meúÈ 

fidfydhqßhla úiskau" fõo Ndrhlska ish ksoyia 

leue;af;kau ndrf.k we;af;a fïjd wm úiska 

wkqidr lrkjdo lshd Èkm;du fufkys l< hq;= 

jeo.;au ldrKdjhs' iq¿ ld,hla § fï .ek is;d 

n,uq' fï w;r;=r l=vd frdaia j¾cskshf.a yoj; 

lïmd l< ;j;a jeo.;a isoaêhla Tn fj; 

;nkafkñ' wm%sldfõ uqyqfoa ud¿ w,a,df.k ish 

Ôú;hka kv;a;= lrf.k lrk fouõmshkaf.a 

orejkaj jy,alug f.k .sh wdldrhhs' y~ñka 

Tjqka miqmi hk orejka foi uqyqÿ fjrf<a isg 

ish fhfy,shka iuÕ fkdìhj bÈßhg f.dia 

orejka tlaflfkla fyda weof.k taug fjfyi 

.;af;a mka;s fNaoh" j¾K fNaoh lvd ì| 

oukakg l=Kdgqj fkd;ld tajd ;=<ska ch .;af;a" 

bÈßhg tk iudchg t,a, jk l=Kdgq j,ska Tn 

wm ch.; hq;= nj;a jgyd foñks' frdaia 



 

15 
 

  

j¾cskSf.a yojf;a f;rfmñka ;snQ wdYdj 

;jÿrg;a ryilaj ;nd .ekSug weh wfmdfydi;a 

jQjdh' Tn hdÉ[d lrkak ish,a,  foú÷ka w;g 

Ndr fokak' fï Tiafiau .uka lrñka th bgqjk 

;=re n,d isáfha  oy wgjk úh t<fU;au ohdfõ 

wm iajdñ ¥f.a rlaIdjrKdrduhg we;=¿ ùug 

jrï ,enqjdh' fïß hqfma%ishd kñka meúÈ Èúhg 

md ;enQ frdaia j¾cks lSlrelfï fõo Ndrhg 

úfYaI wdorhla oelajQjdh' ;ukag Ndr jQ oeßhkaj 

yslaujd.; fkdyels jQ we;eï wjia:dj,§ ÈjH 

i;am%idoh bÈßmsg hdÉ[d lsÍfuka wehg 

iykh;a oeßhkag is;ayeÍu;a f.k ÿks' 

fuf,iska uq¿ Èúhu lem l< t;=ñh ish fõo 

Ndr Èúh ;=<ska t;=ukag ;u uysuh f.k 

ÿkakdh' 1817 iema;eïn¾ 09 jk Èk jD; Y=oaêh" 

È<s÷lu" lSlrelu Êj,s;lu wdosh Tiafia ke;s 

jQ wd;auhka foú÷kag Èkd §ug wE lem jQjdh' 

wms ;j;a wÈhrla fj;g yefruq' ta kj wdrduhka 

wdrïN l< wjia:djkah' fuf,i kj wdrduhka 

wdrïN lsÍug hk iEu wjia:djl§u" 

fkdfhl=;a ÿIalr;djhkag uqyqK §ug isÿúh' 

r:fhka mjd ìugu weo jegqKq wjia:d ;sì‚' 

wka flfkl=f.a w; §fuka ke.S isáfha" tjka 

;eke;a;d foi hgy;a my;a núka oE; È.=lr 

ke.S isàug" weh neyem;a jQjdh' neyem;alfï 

.=Kdx.h;a t;=ñh fÊiQ ;=ud fuka wmg odhdo 

l< ;j;a W;=ï §ukdjls' Tõ hym;a tfård jQ 

fÊiQ ;=udf.a .uka u. wfma .uka u. lrf.k 

jefgk jefgk iEu mshjru ke.S isáuq' wfma 

le|ùfï .uka uÕ Tiafiau ke;s jQjka fidhd 

hdug" jegqKq jQjka ke.s isgqùug" ;=jd, jQjka 

iqj lsÍug" ÿ¾j, jqjka Yla;su;a lsÍug fjfyi 

oruq' fujeks W;=ï .=Kdx.hka wfma Èúfhka 

m%ldY fjkjdo lshd kej; kej; fidhd n,k 

w;f¾u" meúÈ yjq,la ;=<;a tu .=Kdx.hka 

l%shd;aul lrkjdo lshd fidhd ne,Sug fjfyi 

.ksuq' is;ska jpkfhka yd l%shdfjka fïjdg uq,a 

;ek §u fydnfkah' fïjd kS;s f,i l%shd;aul 

lsÍfuka ld,h Tiafiau f,dl= iekiSula ,nd 

.ekSug yels jk nj woyd .ksuq' hqfma%ishd uõ 

;=ñhf.a Ôú; .uk wjidk fudfyd;g 

wdikak wjia:dfõ t;=ñhf.a b,a,Su jQfha 

˜ udf.a Ôú;h §¾> jkq i|yd hdÉ[d 

fkdlrkakæ˜  th;a t;=ñh foaj leue;a;gu Ndr 

lrñka 1868 wfma%,a 24 fujka jokla mjiñka 

tkï “wdhqfndajka wdorŒh Èh‚hks" uu Tnj 

foúhka jykafiag Ndr lrkafkñ' wdorjka; 

mka;sho" uu Tnj foúhka jykafiag Ndr 

lrñ'˜  Tõ tfia kï Tn wm ieu fokdu wfma 

/< udOHfha hym;a tfårdf.a Ôjudk iajrEmh 

úh hq;=hs. 

,skÜ fmf¾rd lkHd fidhqrsh 
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“Let’s Celebrate” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7     Sr. Sandamali 

22     Sr. Dulcy 

1      Sr. Shanika (Jr) 

Sr. Roshani 
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24 Sr. Renuka 
24 Sr. Mercia 
24 Sr. Nilendra 

 

1 Sr. Theresita 
1 Sr. Treesa 
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Some journeys are more than visits to sacred places; 
they become encounters that renew our identity, 
deepen our gratitude, and reconnect us with the 
source of our vocation. A pilgrimage to the Mother 
House in Angers is one such sacred journey. It is a 
return to our roots—the place where the Good 
Shepherd mission grew through the faith, courage, 
and vision of our beloved Foundress, St. Mary 
Euphrasia Pelletier. 

Many of us have had the grace of making this 
pilgrimage, and each person carries her own precious 
memories and experiences. , because the Mother 
House is not only a place we visit; it is a place that 
speaks to every Good Shepherd Sister’s heart. 

Stepping into the Mother House in Angers feels like 
entering the living history of our Congregation. Every 
room, every corridor, and every corner tells the story 
of a woman who gave herself completely to God and 
to the mission of bringing His compassionate love to 
those most in need. 

Seeing the simple belongings of our Foundress—the 
bed where she rested, the desk where she wrote, her 
glasses, shoes, religious habit, and personal items—
creates a deep sense of wonder. These simple objects 
remind us that holiness is not found in extraordinary 
things alone, but in daily faithfulness, sacrifice, 
prayer, and complete surrender to God’s will. 

Standing before the desk where St. Mary Euphrasia 
wrote countless letters, including those addressed to 
the Holy Father, we are touched by her courage, 
wisdom, and missionary vision. From this humble 
place, she carried a dream that reached beyond 
borders and cultures. She trusted deeply that the 
Good Shepherd would guide and expand the mission 
entrusted to her. 

The walls of the Mother House continue to 
echo her spirit of zeal and compassion, while 
the peaceful gardens invite us to experience 
the serenity and deep faith that marked her life. 
It is a place where we feel the presence of a 
woman who allowed God to work through her 
completely. 

One of the most moving moments of the 
pilgrimage is the prayer before the tomb of our 
Foundress. In that sacred silence, the past 
becomes present. St. Mary Euphrasia is not 
only a historical figure; she becomes a spiritual 
mother who continues to accompany and 
inspire us. Her life calls us once again to 
embrace our Good Shepherd charism with 
generosity, courage, and trust in Divine 
Providence. 

The pilgrimage also brings us to the places that 
shaped her early life—the home where she was 
born, the streets where she walked as a child, 
and the church where her faith was nurtured. 
Visiting these places allows us to see how God 
gently prepared her heart for the mission she 
would later receive. We also deepen our 
appreciation of the spiritual heritage of St. John 
Eudes, whose spirituality greatly influenced 
her understanding of the compassionate Heart 
of the Good Shepherd. 

As we walk through these sacred places, we 
realise that God prepares His chosen servants 
quietly and patiently long before their mission 
becomes visible to the world. 
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One of the greatest gifts of visiting the Mother 
House is discovering that it truly belongs to the 
whole Congregation. Sisters from different 
continents, cultures, and languages come 
together there. Though our backgrounds may be 
different, there is an immediate feeling of 
belonging. Around the tomb of our Foundress 
and within the walls of our Mother House, we 
experience the joy of being one family. 

This beautiful diversity is a reflection of the great 
vision of St. Mary Euphrasia. She did not dream 
of a Congregation limited to one country or one 
culture. Inspired by the universal love of the 
Good Shepherd, she founded a missionary 
family whose heart embraces the whole world. 

Today, her dream continues through Good 
Shepherd Sisters serving in many nations. We 
are united by one charism, one mission, and one 
spirit. Though we speak different languages and 
come from different traditions, we share the 
same love for the Good Shepherd and the same 
desire to continue the mission of mercy and 
compassion. 

Our gathering with Sisters from around the world 
becomes a beautiful witness to the universal 
Church. We discover that our differences are not 
obstacles but gifts that enrich our communion 
and strengthen our shared mission. 

As we leave the Mother House, we do not leave 
only with photographs and memories. We return 
renewed in spirit, grateful for our heritage, 
strengthened in our vocation, and inspired to 
continue the mission entrusted to us. 

Returning to our roots reminds us that we are 
part of a living story—a story that continues to 
unfold through every Good Shepherd Sister who 

responds to God’s call today. The same Spirit 
who inspired St. Mary Euphrasia continues to 
guide our Congregation, inviting us to bring 
God’s boundless love, mercy, and 
reconciliation to the world. 

The home of our Foundress is not only the 
place where our history began. It is a place 
where our hearts are renewed, our vocation is 
strengthened, and we are sent again to 
continue the mission of the Good Shepherd. 

May the spirit of St. Mary Euphrasia continue 
to inspire and guide us as we walk together in 
hope and love. 

Sr. Chandrika Perera 
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All over the world a multitude of things happen; 
some are done repeatedly, while others happen 
just for the first time. Likewise, a little action 
may pave way for a wonderful history. 
Something interesting took place in Louisville, 
Kentucky, in 1893, when a little girl entered the 
‘Little Loom House’, kindergarten saying, today 
is my Birthday. Without delay, the ‘Hill sisters’ 
gave birth to the song, ‘Happy Birthday to You’. 
The principal was Patty Smith Hill while her 
sister was Mildred Jessica Hill, the painter and 
composer in school. 

The 230th birthday celebration is also of a 
significant character, who did many little 
things, which paved way to great things in the 
long run. She is Rose Virginie Pelletier who took 
the name of Sr. Mary of St. Euphrasia Pelletier, 
the foundress of the Good Shepherd 
Congregation. Her parents, Dr. Julian Pelletier 
and Anne Aimee Mourain were God-fearing and 
noble people who lived in the district of 
Soullans in France. They were deported to a 
little island named Noirmoutier on the 10th of 
May, 1794 because they went against the law 
and took care of the Catholic priests during the 
French Revolution (1787-1799). 

The Pelletier family was blessed by their 7th 
child on the 31st of July, 1796. ‘A child of 
promise, a child of a new world’. The little girl 
was named Rose Virginie and baptized by her 
father behind locked doors. Thus, the girl spent 
her childhood in freedom having being exposed 
to nature, environment and a safe spiritual 
upbringing which was a strong foundation to 
her future. Those who encountered her would 
always say that she is vibrant, enthusiastic, 
extremely sensitive, broad-minded, lively, 

tender-hearted, generous, warm, loving and 
filled with fresh and lively imagination. 

After her father’s death, her mother returned to 
Soullans. A new chapter begins in life. Rose is 
being boarded in Tours, for higher education. 
God inspires her for a greater and noble cause. 
Yes, she responds with great determination 
amidst trials and challenges. Rose entered the 
Refuge of Our Lady of Charity on the 20th of 
October, 1814, and took the name Sr. of Mary 
St. Euphrasia. She pronounced her first vows 
on the 09th of September, 1817 and was placed 
in charge of the penitents. Some penitents 
required permission to religious life of the same 
order where she encouraged them to pray that 
God’s will be done in their lives. On the 25th of 
May, 1825, at the age of 29, Sr. Mary Euphrasia 
was elected superior of the Refuge at Tours. In 
addressing the sisters she said, ‘’You have 
elected me superior, I am unworthy of it, but 
since I am your superior, I have made the 
decision; we will begin the Magdalens’’.  

On the 11th of November, 1825, four young 
boarders received the Holy Habit of the Sisters 
of St. Mary Magdalen. Sr. Mary Euphrasia 
expanded their service and after four years the 
Refuge housed 70 boarders and 80 orphans. 
Meanwhile invitations were received to open a 
house of the Refuge in Angers, and she 
responded without hesitation, amidst 
challenges. In the light of prayer, Sr. Mary 
Euphrasia was inspired to form the central 
government system. On 15th August, 1834, 
while the sisters were singing the Magnificat, 
she began her letter, “I am the handmaid of the 
Lord…I want nothing…but the glory of God” to 
Cardinal Odescalchi, which was assured on the 
28th of September 1834. The Commissions of 
Bishops and Regulars drew up the Decree 
erecting the congregation in a general 

 



 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

administration, and signed it on 09th of January, 1835. 
Pope Gregory xvi approved it on the 14th of January, 1835. 
Thus, the Church established the House of Angers and 
all the convents that depend on it as a separate 
congregation, distinct from the Order of the Refuge. 

The new congregation received the name “Our Lady of 
Charity of the Good Shepherd of Angers’’.  

In 1855, there were 56 Houses: 29 Houses in France and 
27 Houses in other countries; in 7 Provinces each with a 
Novitiate. 

Responding to the letter sent on 30th March 1867 by 
Monsignor Hillarion Sillani from Ceylon, Sr. Mary 
Euphrasia wrote on the 01st of May 1867 ‘’It is with 
sentiments of deep gratitude that we received your 

esteemed letter, and hasten to reply 
immediately and to thank your Lordship for 
the confidence with which you honour our 
Congregation by inviting it to your Diocese…’’ 

Her last good-bye message was Love God! 
Love the Church! Love Souls! Love the 
Institute! 

Sr. Mary Euphrasia entered eternal bliss on 
the 24th of April 1868, at the age of 72. She left 
2800 Apostolic Sisters, 970 Contemplative 
Sisters and 15,000 girls, women and children 
being cared for in 110 Houses around the 
world. 

In the Basilica of St. Peter Rome, Pope Pius xii 
canonized St. Mary Euphrasia on the 02nd of 
May 1940, at 11.00 a.m. 

Let us be ever grateful for this great and noble 
saint as we sing, ‘Happy Birthday to You dear 
Mother! Rejoice! let all the world rejoice! 

Sr. Marie Iolanthi Nicholas 

Nayakakanda 

 

 

 

 

  

uf.au wdor fidhqßhks" 

 wm iEu wfhlau wiuiu wNsryils' Tn jkakd jQ 
wNsryi o" ud jkakd jQ wNsryi o óg fmr lsisodl mej;S 
fkdue;' tfiau ud jekafkl=j;a" Tn jekafkl=j;a 
u;=odl fuf,dj ìysjkafka ke;' ud ;=< jQ wiuiu o" 
Tn ;=< jQ wNsryio" wm ika;l l=i,;d o fnod .; 
yelafla wmgu muKh' fï i|yd wmf.a wjxl újD; 
Ndjh ;=<ska ifydaor fnod .ekSula u.ska Tn;a ud;a wuq;= 
f,djla lrd /f.k hhs' 

ta i|yd foúhka jykafiaf.a uyÕ=  ;s<sKh mqÿudldr 
f,iska ta lrd /f.k hhs' úfYaIfhka fï meúÈ ìfï Tn 
ud yuqjQfha W;=ï le|ùula ;=<ska tu jrï ,nkakg 
fkdfõo' fujeks W;=ï le|ùula ,nkakg wm l< msk 
l=ulao@ uõl=i mgka wmj f;dard .kakg wmf.a 
fouõmshka" wmf.a Ôú;hg mK fmjQ ifydaor 
ifydaoßhka" wmf.a mjq," .u ye§ jevqKq mßirh wo wm 
u;lfha ;sfhao@  

meúÈ ìug wmj mqyqKq l< wm fY%aIaGjßhka wmf.a 
u;lfha isào@  

wms ieu wo meúÈ ìfï ks< ;, ;rd;srï j, 
jecfUkafka ldf. wkqyiskao@ 

ud oeka isák fuu Ôú; ;;a;ajh ysñlr ;s<sK 
lrkakg Tjqka fudk ;rï kï odhl jQjdo@  

tfia kï fidfydhqßhks" wmf.a jeäysáhka 
fY%aIaGjreka lsisodl wm wu;l fkdlruq ' 

foú÷ka ;=<ska wmg ,enqKq tu ;s<sK u;lhg k.d 
.ksñka ta Ôú;hkag" Tjqkag ;=;s mqouq' 

uf.au fidfydhqßhks" wm ;=< ienE fjkila" 
mßj¾;khla we;slr .ksñka" id¾:l meúÈ Èúhla 
.; lrkakg wd;au fidaÈishl fhfokakg uu Tng 
werhqï lrñ' 
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Sr. Mary Helen Perera 30th Feb. (Age 90) 

Sr. Mary Evelyn Paul  7th June (Age 83) 

Sr. Christopher Jayamaha 20th June (Age 89) 

 ;udj fyd¢ka y÷kdf.k ;udf.a h:d iajrEmh 
wjxlj ms<sf.k iajflakaøSh;ajhka wNsnjd f.dia foaj 
fiajh bgq lrkakg jEhï lruq' 

hym;a tfård meúÈ mx;sh fï ,laforK ;=< 
jecfUõjd jQ wmf.a w;S; fidfydhqßhka isyshg k.d 
.ksuq' Tjqka ;u lu mfil,d Tjqkag mejreKq ish¨  
foa bgq l<d fkdfõo@ ta;a wo wmf.a meúÈ mx;sh foi 
n,k úg th wxYNd. ;;a;ajhg m;a ù f.k hkjd 
fkdfõo@  

fuhg j.lsj hq;af;a Tn;a uu;a fkdfõo@  

wo meúÈ Èúhg" wm foi n,d ;re‚hka fkdfhkafka 
ukao@ Tn;a uu;a fï meúÈ Èúhg wdfõ tod Ôj;a jQ 
meúÈjßhka foi n,d fkdfõo @  

tod wmf.a Ôú; ;=<;a hlaI mÍlaId ;snqKd fkdfõo@   

wms fudfyd;la yoj;skau wmf.a Ôú; foi yeÍ n,uq' 
wmf.a fõoNdr Ôú;h wo Tjqkag wNsfhda.hlao@ 
fõoNdr Ôú;fha tu ,iaik È<s÷lu" lSlrelu" 
jD;Y=oaêh yd Êj,s;lu hk fõo Ndrhka ;=<ska 
foú÷kaf.a uy;a jQ fifkyi wms N=la;s ú¢kjdo@  

we;a;gu wmg tu Ôú;h lrorhla fj,do@ 

 wo wmf.a Êj,s;lu l=ula i|ydo @ 

Êj,s;lñka ugu johlao@ ug ´k" wjYH foa lrkakg" 
ug jecfUkakg" uu lrk lshk yeufoau yß lshdf.k 
Ôj;ajk ksid" Êj,s;lu" lSlrelu fldhs fidrdo 
fidrlï lrf.k .sys,a,d ;sfhkafka@ fï m%Yakh uuhs" 
Thhs fokaku .eUqßkau wfmkau weish hq;= m%Yakhla@  

ug ysf;kafka" wehs foúhfka wmsg fufyu jqfKa@ wehs 
lsh,hs' wmf.a fY%aIaGjrekag  mKla foñka" lSlrelñka 
Tjqka ;=<ska foú÷ka uysuhg m;a lruq' wmf.a foaj 
le|ùfï W;=ï nj Èfkka Èk" fudfyd;ska fudfyd; 
fidhd hñka" Y=' fïß hqfma%ishd uõ;=ñhf.a wä mdf¾ 
.uka lrkakg fjr oruq' 

ud Ôú; ;s<sKfha Tnf.ka ,o i;H Ôú; l;dj kï( 

 ud Tn ieuf.ka ,o fifkyi iod ud u;lfha /£ 
we;' ukaoh;a" ud l=vd l, ìu fmr<s fmr<s y~d 
jegqfKa ug wlald flfkla fyda kx.sfhla f.k fok 
f,ihs' ta fidfydhqßhlf.a fifkyi" wdorh ud 
me;=fõ mqÿudldr f,ihs' ta kx.s,d" wlal,d ish¨  
fokdu ug ysñ jqK od ;rï i;=gq jQ ;j;a Èkla ke;' 
iEu Èkl§u" ud WoEik;a rd;%sfhaÈ;a ÈjH i;am%ido 
jykafia bÈßfha Tn ieu u;la lrñka hdÉ[d lrk 
w;r" Y=oaO jQ cmud,h Tn ieu isyslr foú÷ka hÈñ' ud 
wo tf,i lshkafka uy;a jQ wdvïnrhlsks' ta ;rugu 
Tn ieug uf.a yoj;ska wdorh lrñ' ia;+;shs' fÊiq 
msysghsæ  

frdaia uÍgd fyajd.u lkHd fidhqßh 
;ïñg 
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Ever-creative God, the Source of all life, is the One 
who initiated our Shepherding Journey. 

How mysterious and magnificent is God's plan for 
the Good Shepherd Family in the Pearl of the Indian 
Ocean. We, the daughters of St. Mary Euphrasia, 
are eternally grateful to our Shepherd God for His 
constant mercy and love. 

As we celebrated the 158th milestone of our 
reconciling and compassionate presence in our 
Motherland, Sri Lanka, we give thanks for the 
countless blessings bestowed upon us throughout 
this sacred journey. Guided by faith and inspired by 
our charism, we remain committed to bringing 
hope, healing, and reconciliation to all those we 
serve. 

May God's enduring love continue to lead and 
strengthen us as we journey forward in service and 
compassion. 

Through winding paths and crossroads, through 
seasons of shedding leaves and sprouting tender 
shoots, through tears and joys, hard labour and 
abundant harvests, disappointments and new 
hopes, the shepherding journey of the Sri Lanka 
Province has been richly woven with beauty, 
colour, and meaning. In grateful thanksgiving, we 
offer all these experiences as a sweet fragrance of 
sacrifice to the ever-loving God who faithfully 
journeys with us.  

In 2025, we celebrated with gratitude the Golden 
Jubilee of the Good Shepherd Mission in Pakistan. 
Yet, this milestone year was also marked by the 
bittersweet experience of separation as the 
Pakistan Sector journeyed beyond the embrace of 
the Sri Lanka Province. While we felt the pain of 
letting go, we also experienced the joy of 
witnessing their growth and new beginnings. 

Empowered through visionary leadership, they 
embarked on a new venture by joining Indonesia in 
the formation of a new region. With grateful 
hearts, we entrust this new chapter to God's loving 
providence, confident that the seeds sown over 
fifty years will continue to bear abundant fruit. 

It was like a mother who, having given birth, 
nourished, and lovingly cared for her daughter, 
eventually lets her go to begin a new life of her 
own. Such was the experience of the Sri Lankan 
Sisters who welcomed, nurtured, and 
accompanied their daughters in Pakistan. With 
hearts filled with both sadness and joy, they said 
goodbye, knowing that the time had come for 
them to journey onward. Though the pain of 
parting lingered, there was deep gratitude and 
pride as these daughters stepped into a new 
territory of shepherding, strengthening their wings 
and preparing to soar beneath a new sky, guided 
always by the spirit of the Good Shepherd. 

When the new governance structure invited the 
units to form regions, I perceived the mysterious 
hand of God at work, opening new avenues and 
new possibilities before us. What may have 
appeared as a structural change was, in reality, a 
movement of the Spirit, gently guiding us towards 
a new horizon. 

It reminds me of the phenomenon of radial 
velocity—the movement of stars through space 
within a constellation. At this significant moment 
in our history, we are called to witness the 
dawning of a new star in the dark sky. This 
emerging light rekindles the spark within our 
hearts, our communities, and our Province, 
inviting us to see beyond present uncertainties. 

At times, we have found ourselves gazing into the 
darkness, surrounded by perplexities and 
unanswered questions. Some of us have felt 
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threatened by the overwhelming events unfolding 
around us, uncertain of the direction in which we 
were heading. Yet, even amid the darkness, God 
has not ceased to guide us. The appearance of 
this new star assures us that a new future is 
unfolding—a future shaped by hope, courage, and 
trust in God's providence. 

As pilgrims on this shepherding journey, we are 
invited to lift our eyes from the shadows and fix 
them on the light that leads us forward. The dawn 
of this new reality calls us to embrace change 
with faith, to welcome new beginnings with 
confidence, and to journey together towards the 
fullness of God's dream for us. 

I sense that the rough sea is gradually calming, 
and that our patient anticipation is being gently 
rewarded. What once appeared uncertain and 
turbulent is slowly revealing God's loving design. 

In 2026, we witnessed a remarkable movement 
within our Good Shepherd family. While one star 
was moving away from the constellation, another 
star was moving towards it. In a beautiful turn of 
providence, Mauritius, having celebrated its own 
Golden Jubilee journey with the District of Isles, 
joined the Sri Lanka Province. Thus, two pearls of 
the same Indian Ocean came together as one 
region, united in mission, spirit, and hope. 

Looking back, we can recognize that God 
had already prepared this path. He gathers 
together those who cherish and preserve the 
legacy of an open heart, an open mind, and 
an open spirit, so that His divine mission 
may continue to flourish. What may seem to 
us a series of human decisions and 
historical developments is, in fact, part of 
God's greater design unfolding through time. 

He is the One who navigates the voyage. We 
are but sailors journeying under His loving 
gaze. As we continue our pilgrimage, let us 
keep our eyes fixed on Him alone—the 
Master of the tempest, the Lord of sea and 
sky. Storms may arise and waves may 
threaten, yet they cannot overcome those 
who place their trust in Him. The rough sea 
will not harm the sailors as long as they 
remain with the Lord, our Divine Captain, 
who guides our vessel safely through every 
darkness toward the shores of hope and 
promise. 

With gratitude for the past, courage for the 
present, and confidence in the future, we 
sail onward together, trusting the One who 
has led us thus far and who will continue to 
guide us into the new horizons that await. 

(Personal reflection received in my prayer) 

Sr. Shirani Algama 

 

  

 

 



 

25 
 

 

  

The St. Bridget's Convent Choir brought 
great honour to Sri Lanka by achieving 
outstanding success at the Singapore 
International Choral Festival 2026, one 
of Asia's most prestigious international 
choral competitions. 

A delegation of 175 students proudly 
represented St. Bridget's Convent, 
competing against distinguished choirs 
from 13 countries in 72 competition 
categories. Despite the exceptionally 
high standard of competition, the choir 
achieved remarkable success, winning a 
Gold Award in the A1 Category and 
Silver Awards in both the Sacra (Open 
Category) and Folklore (Open 
Category). 

The A1 Primary Choir (Grades 4–6) was 
trained by Ms. Harindi de Silva, while 

the Sacra and Folklore choirs were trained by 
Ms. Priyanthi Vandort. Their dedication, 
together with the commitment and discipline 
of the students, resulted in these outstanding 
international achievements. 

The tour was made possible through the 
generous support of the parents who 
accompanied the students and the St. 
Bridget's Past Pupils in Singapore, whose 
hospitality and encouragement greatly 
contributed to the success of the visit. 

This outstanding accomplishment reflects 
the rich musical tradition of St. Bridget's 
Convent and the dedication of its students, 
teachers, and the entire school community. 
The school gratefully acknowledges the 
blessings of Almighty God, whose guidance 
and grace made this memorable 
achievement possible 

St. Bridget’s Convent 

Media Committee  
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“Look to new horizons and even beyond’’ … this famous saying of St. Mary Euphrasia became a 
reality in Nayakakanda, Sri Lanka on the 10th of April, 2026 as three offices were opened Under one 
Umbrella with the title of ‘Good Shepherd Social and Communication Centre.’ 

1. Justice and Legal Affairs 
2. Communication and Media 
3. Residential Programs 

A part of the rehabilitation home which was closed few years back was refurbished for the above 
offices. The long-awaited day dawned with new hopes and fresh dreams. In the presence of the provincial 
Sr. Roshanthi Ranwatte and members of the PLT Srs. Francine, Renuka, Rosary and Madonna, the assistant 
parish priest Fr. Jude Shylan blessed and opened the Good Shepherd Social and Communication Centre 
and its wings. Most of the sisters engaged in these ministries were present. 

Quoting the words of St. Mary Euphrasia, “They conquer who believe they can’’ we look forward 
to improve our ministries as we journey ahead coming to a central office, expanding our services to those 
near and far beyond measure. 

Sr. Chamari Fernando 

Communications Co-Ordinator 

 

Welcome House, Borella, was established in 1972 through the vision and 
initiative of the then Mother Superior, Sr. Mary Finbarr Twomey. It was primarily 
a haven for battered women and women in crisis, as well as a safe and 
nurturing place for babies and children. For over 50 years, Welcome House 
served people irrespective of creed or age, offering shelter, care, and hope. 

Due to various circumstances, this noble service was discontinued for a few 
years. With renewed hope, the Crisis Intervention Centre has now been re-
opened with a dormitory consisting of five cells. 

The Centre was blessed on 24th March 2026 by the Parish Priest of All Saints’ 
Church, Borella, Rev. Fr. Claude Nonis, in the presence of the Sisters. 

Sr. Marie Nilusha Kiriwella is the present Coordinator of the Crisis Intervention 
Centre. 
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